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the “school of hard knocks” with a Ph.D. from
UCLA. That is the “University on the Corner of
Lenox Avenue in New York City.” While incar-
cerated, he would rediscover his love for
learning and resume his educational journey.
After his release in 1991 he successfully com-
pleted his undergraduate and graduate studies
at the State Universities of New York in Al-
bany and New Paltz, ultimately acquiring his
Ph.D. in Criminal Justice with a major in foren-
sic psychology.

Dr. Pryor is a social scientist who has ex-
tensive knowledge and experience in the
health and social service fields, having spent
over half his career administrating HIV/AIDS,
domestic violence, substance abuse and other
social service non-profits. He has traveled ex-
tensively providing expertise counsel on crimi-
nal justice issues to judges, prosecutors and
others for the purpose of influencing policy de-
cisions. In addition, he has developed
trainings and workshops for professionals that
address issues such as anti-gang initiatives,
poverty, literacy, unemployment, housing and
healthcare. He is a highly sought after tech-
nical assistance provider who has helped
countless organizations build infrastructure
and capacity. He continues to offer his insights
in a number of arenas as a consultant to help
agencies build capacity and create new inno-
vations in the field of social and criminal jus-
tice reform.

In 2001 he was appointed by the Council of
State Governors to the National Reentry Pol-
icy Council, where he and over 100 national
experts produced the most voluminous work in
re-entry in the nation. He is currently a mem-
ber of the Board of Directors of the National
Legal AID & Defender Assocation and the Na-
tional Council of Previously Incarcerated Pro-
fessionals, both based in Washington, DC. He
is also Co-Chairman of the Board of Directors
for the Community Justice Center of New York
and Chair of the Advisory Board for the Devel-
oping Justice Project in Brooklyn, New York.
Dr. Pryor is also Co-Chair of the Criminal Jus-
tice Policy Cluster for the Black Brooklyn Em-
powerment Coalition. Most recently, Dr. Pryor
was appointed by the Majority Leader of the
New York State Senate to co-chair the New
York State Anti-Gang Violence Reduction
Commission. In addition to his leadership
roles, he is also an active member of a num-
ber of local, regional, and national legislative,
social and political advocacy groups whose
focus is to effect positive change.

Dr. Pryor is an eloquent public speaker, lec-
turer, trainer, and overall educational spe-
cialist, whose delivery is insightfully powerful,
informative, and extremely impacted by the
depth of research and analysis he has been
engaged in over the years. More recently, he
has been traveling outside the United States
promoting innovative thinking, alternative lead-
ership concepts and the emergence of this Nu
and provocative approach to problem solving.
Throughout his life, Dr. Pryor has remained a
dedicated student and is honored to be here
with us today.

Madam Speaker, | urge my colleagues to

join me in recognizing the achievements of Dr.
Divine Pryor.
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Mr. REICHERT. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in recognition of an organization
headquartered in Tukwila, Washington, cele-
brating its 30th year of being a place of hope
for victims of domestic abuse in King County
and speaking loudly, boldly, and clearly on
their behalf.

The Domestic Abuse Women's Network
(DAWN) in Tukwila is much more than a shel-
ter for victims of domestic violence: it is an in-
valuable resource of specialized information,
domestic abuse awareness, and anti-abuse
training modules. The professionals at DAWN
provide victims of domestic abuse in King
County with the education, care, and support
they need to take their individual lives back.
According to DAWN, 78 percent of its clients
are poor or very poor; and 77 percent have
children. At a time when our Nation is strug-
gling mightily against wave after wave of poor
economic news, DAWN provides a ray of
hope to those who need it most.

DAWN values results; the organization is
constantly reevaluating itself to meet the
needs of its clientele. DAWN values service;
its programs and exceptional staff work tire-
lessly to serve. Finally, DAWN values its re-
sources; much like individuals and families
across our country, DAWN is adept at stretch-
ing dollars and helping those in need.

Domestic abuse is an unspeakably horren-
dous scourge, Madam Speaker. It ruins fami-
lies and communities, churches and schools,
and has no economic measure. More and
more, Madam Speaker, resources, programs,
and dollars must be available to help fight
against domestic abuse. DAWN is an organi-
zation doing its absolute best to provide nor-
malcy in the face of travesty, and | thank
every individual associated with the organiza-
tion for working tirelessly on behalf of victims
of abuse.

Specifically, Madam Speaker, | want to
thank Dawn’s Executive Director Cheryl
Bozarth, President Debra Fiest, the Board of
Directors and the staff and volunteers carrying
out a vision and providing services that have
saved countless lives over the past 30 years.
| urge every Member of this House, Madam
Speaker, to support in thought, word, and
deed any organization fighting against domes-
tic abuse. It effects us all, and we all must
work together to eliminate it.
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Mr. STEARNS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor the remarkable life of Wes
Skiles. Wes was a world-renowned photo-
journalist and underwater photographer. His
work appeared in numerous publications, most
notably, National Geographic.

Wes, who was a resident of a resident of
High Springs, Florida in my congressional dis-
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trict, died July 21 off the east coast of Florida.
He was 52 years old. Wes died doing what he
loved most; exploring the ocean and providing
vivid pictures of unusual places. At the time of
his death he was filming a project on the be-
havior of high-speed fish near the Boynton
Beach Inlet.

Wes’s love of the ocean was a constant
throughout his life. As a child growing up in
Jacksonville, Wes would often skip school to
go surfing and became a certified scuba diver
at age 13. He began taking photographs of his
underwater explorations off the north Florida
coast to share with friends and family. He was
hooked and soon his hobby became his pro-
fession. He became a hands-on expert on un-
derwater caves and was known as Florida’s
Jacques Cousteau.

Wes spent 27 years as a photojournalist
and was among the first people to set foot on
the largest iceberg in Antarctica. He loved ad-
venture. According to a media report, one
time, off the coast of South Africa, a shark
jammed itself into Wes’s protective cage. Wes
beat the creature back with his heavy, water-
proof camera, taking pictures throughout the
episode, and had close-up photos of the great
white’s jagged teeth as a token of his survival.

Wes founded Karst Productions, a photog-
raphy and cinematography company that
filmed, produced and directed dozens of pro-
grams for television, including segments for
PBS, Imax and the Discovery Channel.

Wes Skiles lived a passionate life full of ad-
venture and excitement. Although he was
taken from us too soon, his work will carry on
for many years to come. Our thoughts go out
to his wife of 29 years, Terri, and their two
children, Nathan and Tessa.
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Mr. SULLIVAN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor the life and achievements of
Tadahisa Kuroda of Potomac Falls, Virginia,
who passed away in August at the age of 69.

Tad was born September 10, 1940, in New
York City to the Honorable Otoshiro and Mei
Kuroda. He spent his childhood in New York
City and Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. He grad-
uated from Yale University in New Haven,
Connecticut and later received his master's
degree and doctorate from Columbia Univer-
sity in New York.

Tad taught at Skidmore College in Saratoga
Springs, New York for 36 years and held im-
portant positions of leadership at the College,
including History Department Chair and Asso-
ciate Dean of Faculty. A specialist in early
American history, Tad received the Ralph
Ciancio Award for Teaching Excellence prior
to his retirement in 2005. As we celebrate
Constitution week, September 17th through
23rd, it should be noted that Tad was an ex-
pert on the United States electoral college
having written, “The Origins of the Twelfth
Amendment: The Electoral College in the
Early Republic, 1787-1804”, published in
1994.

During retirement Tad was active with the
American Institute for History Education. He
visited schools across the country helping
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